Historic Feldman’s Department Store

Certificate of authenticity accompanyinga
U.S.flagthatwasflown overtheUnited States
Capitol on September 17, 2009 at the rec
of U.S.CongressmaRobertAderholt,in hon-
or of Feldman’sDepartment Store being list-
edontheNationalRegisteof HistoricPlaces.

Thanks to the laborious efforts of Judy Teal, thstdtic Feldman Building
has been registered with tAdabamaHistorical Registry sinc&eptember
of 2004

OnDecember22,2008 Deputy State HistoriBreservatio®fficer Elizabeth
Ann Brown wrote us a letter which read, in part:

“I ampleased to inform you that your property, Feldmddépartment Store
located in (Winston County), Alabama, is to be abered by the Alabama
Historical Commission Review Board for nominatiorttieNational Reg-
istry of Historic Places on February 19, 2009. T#&ional Registry is the
federal government official list of historic propiess worthy of preserva-
tion.Listingin theNationalRegisteprovidesecognitionandassistsn pre-
serving our nation’s heritage ...”

OnSeptemberl, 2009 Susan Enzweileof the National Registry of Historic
Places released this official statement:

“Feldman’s Department Store in Haleyville was ldten theNational Reg-
ister of Historic Places on August 12, 2009. Lodaae800 28 Street, this
prominent downtown landmark was built in 1911 fohd Dodd. It replac-
ed an earlier, wood-frame building which had houaqubst office and the
ShipmarBrothersStore. In 1914, Mose Feldman and his wife FannyaRoy
both East European Jewish immigrants, bought Doddigding to house
their department store on the first floor while ylrented out the officem
the second floor. By the time their son Abe joithedfamily businesathe
1930’s,Feldman’sDepartmenStorewasaninstitutionin Winston County.
Most people remember it as the place where thegliaiheir first pair of
overalls or shoes.



Members of the Feldman family owned the building operated the store
until the 1990’s when the structure was sold to &rd Mrs. Joe Teal who
converted it into a facility for social events. TiHational Register of Hist-
oric Places is a program of the National Park Seevand is the nation’s
official list of cultural resources worthy of presation. ‘To protect, pre-

serve, and interpret Alabama’s historic placeshis imission of the Alaba-
ma Historical Commission, Alabama’s state agencyhfstoric preserva-

tion’.

On September 142009 Macy B. Hart (PresidentandStuart Rockoff, Ph.D
(Director, History Departmentpf the Goldring/Woldenbergdnstituteof Southern
Jewish Life wrote us this letter:

“Congratulations on the 10-year anniversary of yawnership of the Feld-
manBuilding,anditslistingontheNational Register of Historic Places. You
havedoneatremendougbofrestoringtheold Feldman’Departmenstore.
Youreffortsin fightingfor itspreservatiorarecertainlycommendable. While
the journey has not always been easy, your enangyparseverance have
beemothingshortofamazingBecausefyourefforts abeautifuland histor-
ic building has been saved. Your work is a greatise to both the town of
Haleyville and the entire Jewish community of tbatB. While we are un-
abletojoin youfor yourmuchdeservedelebrationknowthattheentirestaff
and Board of Directors of the Goldring/Woldenberdnstitute of Southern
Jewish Life appreciate your fine work. If we mayadbany help to you in
your future efforts, please don't hesitate to cohtas. Wishing you all the
best at this distinctive occasion.”

On Septemberl16, 2009 Elizabeth Brown wrote this letterto the Winston
CountyJudgeof Probate, and the Mayor of Haleyville:

“The AlabamaHistorical Commissioms pleasedo informyouthatFeldman’s
DepartmenStorewaslistedonthe National Registerof Historic Placesby
the U.S. Department of the Interior on August 1202 By copy of this
letter, | am notifying local public officials anercerned citizens. The Nat-
lonal Register of Historic Places is the officiatlof the nation’s cultural
resources worthy of preservation. Authorized urttier National Historic
PreservationAct of 1966, the National Register is part of aiodl pro-
gram to coordinate and support public and privati®es to identify, eval-
uate and protect our historic and archaeologicaoarces ...”
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Special Thanks

Dr. Joe and Judy Teal would like to
thank the following people and org-
anizations for their invaluable assis-
tance and encouragement over the
past 10 years:

U.S. Congressman Robert
Aderholt

Alabama Governor Bob Riley

Alabama Attorney General
Troy King

Alabama Assistant Attorney
General Graham Sisson

Georgia Speaker of the House
Glenn Richardson

Georgia Senator Nathan Dean

Lloyd B. Teaster (University of
Georgia)

Institute of Southern Jewish
Life

Joseph McGill (National Trust for
Historic Preservation)

Alabama Historical
Commission

National Historical
Commission

Haleyville Historical Society

Deep South Jewish Voice
Newspaper

Dr. Kemi Olunloyo (publicist)
Harold Bearden (HBTV)
Chad Fell (NWA Newspaper)
Deb Hill (medialpromotions)

Frank Newton
(HaleyvilleMetro.com)

Ann and Ray Berry, Olan Burcham,
Ben Cagle, Becky and Sid Dauvis,
Jimmy Elliott, Billie Fortenberry,
Jean Goodwin, Bertha Johnson,
Quinton King, Becky Linam, Ronnie
and Jerry Mobley, Bonnie and Har-
old Sachs, Ken Sunseri, Goodloe
Sutton, Sr, Randy Tucker, and Barry
Warren. Sincere apologies are ex-
tended to anyone who may have
been inadvertently overlooked.

Tonight's Schedule

7:00 Reception in Yellow Room

7:30 Dinner in Ben Teal Ballroom
(Named after Dr. Teal's father)

8:30 Speakers

9:00 Entertainment

Ballroom Information

Yellow
Room

Ben Teal
Ball Room

The 5000 sg. ft. ballroom is available
for special occasions. For more infor-
mation feel free to contact the Teals
at:

770-445-1190 (GA)
205-486-8932 (AL)
DrJoeTeal@aol.com

An ideal setting for those with
discriminating taste.

“... Anicon and jewel of the city”
-- Joseph McGill
(National Trust for Historic Preservation)

To Our

Historic Celebration
September 19, 2009

Historic Feldman’s Dept. Store
(AKA: Teal Professional Building)
800 20" Street
Haleyville, Alabama 35565

Celebrating :

The recent official listing of
Feldman’s Department Store
in the National Historical
Commission’s Register of
Historic Places, and ...

10 years of ownership of the
Historic Feldman Properties

“Thank you for helping us celebrate tt
historic event for Haleyville and Win-

ston County.”

(Outside view)




History

In 1911, John Dodd built what is
believed to be the first brick comm-
ercial building in the city of Haley-
ville. The two- story, 10,000 sq. ft.
brick building is a locally signifi-

cant example of an early 20 ™ cen-

tury department store, and repre-

sents the typical commercial devel-

opment pattern whi ch occurred in
small towns across Alabama at that

time.

One of the town’s most important
events in terms of commercial dev-
elopment occurred in 1914 when
Moses Feldman and his wife Fanny
Royal, both East European Jewish
immigrants, bought Dodd’s build-
ing to house their now-historic de-
partment store.

By the time their son Abe joined
the family business in the 1930’s,
Feldman’'s Dept. Store was known
as an institution in this section of
Alabama. Most people remember it
as the place where they bought
their first pair of overalls, jeans and
shoes ... some of which still sur-
vive with their original price tags.
The store occupied the entire first
floor of the building.

The second floor provided office
space for Haleyville’s professional
and business classes and a court-
room, since the city did not yet
have a courthouse. The O.P Drake
Cotton Gin Offices were housed
here in the early 20 th century and
its signs are still visible on the
doors and a transom. The medical
office of one of the first local doc-
tors was also here.

Mr. Harold Bearden, son of the cou-
rt bailiff, says that in the summer
time when court was in session
and the windows were open, it was

his father’'s job to close all the win-
dows whenever a train would pass, so
the smoke and cinders would not in-
terrupt the court proceedings. One of
the courtroom benches still exists and
is prominently displayed in the up-
stairs hallway.

The building was the pride of the you-
ng city. According to existing photos,
the building was the center of many of
the city's social activities, including
4" of July celebrations, Christmas act-
ivities and important gatherings of lo-
cal citizens. A Christmas nativity sce-
ne was placed annually outside the
building, which was very unusual for
a Jewish business owner.

Feldman's Dept. Store is believed to
be the oldest brick mercantile building

in Haleyville, and one of the very few
remaining from the early 20 n century
to connect us with the history and her-
itage of our city and county.

The building has survived many cala-
mities, such as the fires of years ago
that destroyed so many of the town’s
historic structures; several tornados,
one of which devastated the down-
town area; and political actions, such
as the city’s unsuccessful attempt to
condemn and demolish the building
during Urban Renewal.

Feldman's Dept. Store was closed,
and the building sold, after the death
of the younger Feldman son David in
the late 1990’s.

In 1999, the building was purchased
and renovated by Haleyville native Dr.
Joe Teal and his wife Judy V. Teal (a
native of South America and also of
European descent) and converted into
an elegant site for social events. It
seems as though history is repeating
itself.

Today, the downstairs area of the build-
ing is a 5,000 square foot elegant ball-
room, wh ich people from as far away as
Birmingham rent for weddings, recept-
ions and other special events. In recent
years it has also become a host site for
outside organizations that come to
Haleyville to conduct special business,
ie: environmental groups (Conse rvation
Alabama), investigative agencies (the
Alabama Attorney General's office) and
TV News media teams (Dateline NBC).

The 5,000 sqg. ft. second floor has 12
rooms which are utilized by the Teal's
as personal office space, living quart-
ers and a small local museum.

The building is now the only privately-
owned building in Haleyville and Win-
ston County to be officially registered
with the Alabama Historical Commiss-
ion (since 2004) and the National Hist-
orical Commission (as of 2009).

Recognizing Feldma n’s Dept. Store as
part of our history, distinguishes it as a
successful commercial property and an
architectural design of its time that is
stronger and of better quality workman-
ship than many of our present struc-
tures. It is a jewel, a proud American
Landmark, and an important tool that
gave immigrants the opportunity to re-
alize the “American Dream”.

“... Afirst class facility that any city would t
proud to have.” -- Governor Bob Riley

“... A great addition to the City of Haley-
ville.” -- Attorney General Troy King

(Inside view)




On September 19,2009 Dr. Joe and Judy Teal hosted an event at their
building, in celebratioonfitsbeinglistedin theNational Historical Commiss-
lon’s Registryof Historic Places. The following is a copy of Dr. Teal's pre-
sentation:

“Ladies and gentlemen, if | could have your attentiplease.

Judy and | would like to welcome you all tonightateery historic event
for Haleyville and Winston County. This month we eglebrating not only
our 10-yearanniversaryof ownershipof the Feldmanpropertiesherein
downtown Haleyville, we are also celebrating theemt official listing of
this building-- Feldman’sDepartmentStore-- in the National Historical
Commission’s Registry of Historic Places.

It hasbeensaidthat: ‘We shouldhonorthe past, celebrate the present, and
envision the future’.

At this time, as we are honoring the past, and celibgathe present, |
would like to recognize some of those who spenid dags envisioning
and helping us all create the future:

Representing U.S. Congressman Robert Aderholt, thmmlasper office,
we are proud to welcontfeaul Housel

Representing the City of Haleyville: City CounceémbersRichard Bitt-
inger andRoyce BenefieldVlayor Ken Sunserstopped by earlier but had
to leave for other commitments.

Representing the Haleyville Area Chamber of ComedBoard members
Donny HoodandWallace Thrasher

RepresentintheHaleyvilleHistorical Society: It#residenKenneth Ward
Several people expressed a strong desire to betbharght, but were un-
able to do so due to distance and other commitmam®ng them:
Senator Roger Bedford.

Birmingham’'dDeepSouthlewishvoiceNewspapeEditor Larry Brook, and
Mississippi'dnstituteof SoutherdewishLife HistorianDr. Stuart Rock-off.
With their religious celebration of Rosh Hashanagimning today at sun-
down, they were unable to make it.

And there are a few other people whom | wish cbeldhere tonight:



Photoof Dr. Teal's fatherBen Jacksor
Teal, that hangs in the ballroom nan
after him.

Oneis myfather,BenJacksonTeal. SomeeopleknewhimasBen,andsome
knew him as Jack. He is the one after whom we ndam&doom, the Ben
Teal Ballroom. When Judy and | first bought thdding, for some reason,
he looked happier than | had ever seen him loaker anything else | had
everdonein mylife. Alreadyrealizing that his health was declining, he said:
‘I hopel livelongenough to see what you do with it.” Sadly, he phasey
before we got very far into the initial renovation.

Another person whom | wish could be here tonighhéRoving Reporter,
R.L.Shirley. Duringtherenovatiorofthebuildinghetold methatin hisover-
50 yearsasa reporterfor the NWANewspaperhe had neverseenthe up-
stairsportionofthebuilding.Andalthoughonmany occasions | invited him
to comeanddo so, healwayssaid: ‘No, | will wait until youare finished.’
Sadly, he also passed away before being able td.see

Also missed here tonight, are two people who alsaypported our efforts,
and always tried to attend our events:

Statue of an eagle that was giverhe
Tealsby Bertha Johnson who devotel
a lifetime of service to the people
Haleyville.

OneisBerthaJohnson whoonMay16,2005 donatedousandthe building
thelarge eaglethatis ondisplayin theotherroom.Onthecard she wrote:
‘For theTealBuilding,from Mrs. BerthaJohnsonThankdor caring about
Haleyville.’

Theotheris SidDavis who,alongwith hiswife Becky -- whas with us here
tonight -- not only sold us the building througleithreal estate company,
but also supported us and tried to attend all ouerds.



They are missed, but | am sure that they are alhape watching us, as |
speak.

Ok ...

In Septembenf 1999 ten years ago this month, Judy and | bought thd+el
man properties: this building, the Feldman’s Depagent Store building --

and what is now called the Historic Palmer-Feldntéouse, about a block
from here.

In September d2004 this building was officially accepted into thegi&
try of theAlabamaHistorical Commission.

In September d2006 the Palmer-FeldmaRousewas officially accepted
into the Registry of th&labamaHistorical Commission.

Andthen, on September' bf this year 2009, this month, an official state-
mentwasreleasedy SusarEnzweilerof theNationalHistorical Commiss-
ion,sayingthatFeldman’Departmenstorehad been listed in thidational
Register of Historic Places. Along with a brieftbry of thebuilding,Ms.
Enzweilerexplainedthatthe National Registerof Historic Placesis a pro-
gramoftheNationalParkService, and is the nation’s official list of cutili
resources worthy of preservation.

Several people who have seen or heard of the Ingildinew of its accept-
ance into the National Registry, but were unablbddiere tonight, sent us
short notes to be read on their behalf:

TheAlabamaepresentativefthe National Trust for Historic Preservation,
Samuel H. Frazier, Esqof Birmingham wrote: ‘Please read the following
on my behalf: The community is fortunate to receénee gift of this fine
facility, because of the preservation efforts @ freal Family and others.
Thebuildingisimportantarchitecturally cultural,andhistorically.Veryfew
communities of this size have such an asset.’

Award-winningnewspapepublisherGoodloeSutton, Sr.from Linden, Ala-
bama,whoseson Goodloe,Jr. works with U.S. SenatorRichard Shelby,
wrote:‘Onerecentvisitorfrom Europe looked around our part of the coun-
try andremarked;You Americans build only temporary structures,’she
was speaking of the current methods of construction



The preservation of the Feldman Building not oslg tribute to the efforts
of Dr.and Mrs. Jod eal,buttotheoriginal builderswhodid notbuild justa
temporanybuilding.Couldl beheretonight,| wouldraisemyglassin atoast
toDr. andMrs. TealandtheCity of Haleyville,for their foresightin thehind-
sight of America. Cheers to you, my friends.’

Susan EnzweilerNational Historic Register Coordinator, said irrecent
emailtous: ‘It is a wonderful building and I'm glad you have saved it ...
Congratulations on your National Registry listing!’

Adam Snyderof Conservation Alabama wrote: ‘Best of luck wvitib cele-
bration and thanks for all you have done and areagdor Haleyville ...’

..and ...

Elizabeth L. SalteyWatershed Organizer for the Alabama Rivers Alliance
said: ‘Congratulationson the official listing of your building! It is magnif-
icent.’

During these 10 years:

AlabamaGovernorBob Riley has referred to this building as ‘... A first
class facility that any city would be proud to have

Attorney General Troy Kingeferred to it as ‘... A great addition to the
City of Haleyville.’

Joseph McGil| of the National Trust for Historic Preservatioeferred to
itas ‘... Anicon and jewel of the city.’

ProfessolLloyd B. Teasterof GeorgiaStateJniversitysaid:‘As time moves
forward,Dr. andMrs. Teal’sprojectwill becom@anasseto (the) downtown
and overall community.’

FormerGeorgiaSenatorNathan Deansaidof our building: ‘Congratula-
tions on the restoratioand revitalization you've accomplished on your
building in downtown Haleyville. | know you are g&d for this project
and what it will do for the merchants, shoppers aityg beautification ...’
And he referred to it as ‘... advantageous for the ci’



In a little over a year, in 2011, the building willrn 100 years old. And as
Judyandl envisiorthefuture,we have many ideas. One is to convert the up-
stairsarea(whichwewouldlikefor youall tosee later tonight) into a Tourist
Hotel,aBed-And-Breakfasf Centerfor CultureandArts,oraMuseum. We
are not really sure, at this time. But we do knbattthis historic building
has many new possibilities.

Tomake a long story even longer, having said thmsust now make a con-
fession. My only claim to fame in all of this,hat 36 years ago | talked a
youngEcuadoriarschool teacher into marrying me, and then 10 yegis

| talkedherinto us buying the Feldman Properties. The restldeesall her
--everthoughaswe say in Haleyville: ‘She ain’t from around here.’

If you will, ladies and gentlemen, please join m&elcoming to the stage
the lady who made all of this happen -- my wifiglrs. Judy Teal.”

Paul House (right), field representativ

for U.S.CongressmaRobertB. Aderholt,

presentsthe Teals with a flag that was
flown over the Capitol building. Photo
courtesyof Chad Fell, NWA Newspaper
SeniorReporter.

FieldrepresentativBaulHouselthen read this letter from U.S. Congressman
Robert B. Aderholt:

“Thank you for the invitation to attend the ceremda celebrate the listing
of Feldman’s Department Store on the National HistRegister. | deeply
regret | am unable to attend due to another comemiimAs you well know,
Feldman’sDepartmentStoreis a Haleyville landmark.Built in 1911,it is
possibljtheoldestrickmercantilébuildingin Haleyvilleandone of the very
fewremainingfromtheearlypartof the Twentieth Century. | want to comm-
end you and your wife Judy for purchasing and ratiog the building,
thereby restoring it to its former glory. Like yduam a firm believer that
we need to protect our historic structures. It lv@en said of old buildings
that they are not good because they are old; rathey are old because
theyaregood.Inthis case, Feldman’s Department Store is a firgefacil-
ity and a terrific asset to Haleyville and Northwégabama.



Again, thank yotor theinvitation andfor preservingthis importantland-
mark.It isan honorto serveourdistrictin Washington and | hope you will
not hesitate to call on me if | can ever be of meV

Dr. Teal then concluded the celebration:

“Ladies and gentlemen, Judy and | would like torthgou all for being here
tonight. We would like you to come back again, seamn. And because we
are here tonight to honor the past, celebrate thespnt and envision the
future, | will close by saying this: Someone oraid that ‘Our past deter-
mines our future’. And | believe it was Winston @hill who said: ‘The
farther back you can look, the farther ahead yon sae’. Thank you, and
enjoy the upstairs tour and the entertainment.”

In aNorthwestAlabamaNewspapenewsbriefabouttheevent.entitled“Flag
Flown For Feldman’s Properties”, Senior ReporteadCkell wrote:

“To complimenthe10-yearanniversaryof the purchaseof thehistoric Feld-
man properties in downtown Haleyville by Dr. Jo@aludy Teal, the for-
mer department store building was also named td\tAgonal Register of
Historic Placesin responséo thishistoricachievement).S.Congressman
andHaleyvillenativeRobertAderholt requested the American flag be flown
over the United StatesCapitol, in WashingtonDC, to commemoratehe
eventDuringthecentenniatelebratiorheld at the former department store
-- nowknownasTeal ProfessionaBuilding -- PaulHousel field represent-
ativeto Aderholt presentedheflag, whichwasflownovertheCapitol build-
ing, to the Teals. The Teal’s purchased the bugdind historic Feldman
house in September 1999 and restored the propenti2800.”

2004 documents from the AlabaarHistorical Commissio
signed by the Governor, officiallgesignating the Feldm
building as a historic landmark.

A frameddocumenthat now hangs in a prominent plac
the hallway at City Hall, honorintdpeHistoric Feldman pro-
perties.
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